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WELCOME LETTER TO THE BAND

Welcome to the ranks of the Smithville Tiger Band!

Welcome to a part of high school that not all shiddnave the opportunity to experience.
Membership in this distinguished organization iseajoyable and rewarding experience. The
Smithville Tiger Band consistently maintains a periance standard of excellence while
affording each individual with an opportunity forogvth.

The band program requires students that are dedicdétermined, and optimistic. Dedicated to
the performance of good music to the maximum af alities. Dedicated to their fellow band
members, to Smithville High School and to the comityurepresented. Determined to work
hard and long to become a part of this discipligexdip. Determined to persevere when things
get rough. Determined to make their family profidlbthey have accomplished as part of this
special group. Optimistic that by hard work andagtice they someday can be the leaders.
Optimistic that someday when heads turn as thehwiiig Tiger Band marches by, they have
gained the respect of the spectators. Optimisttthey will be part of one of the best bands in
the country.

The marching style is corps-oriented combined wifirecision influence featuring a dynamic
woodwind and brass line, progressive multi-perarssection, and accomplished color guard.
The music, drills, and routines for every halftisteow are designed for the entertainment value
and to challenge each band member. In additidodiall games, the Tiger Band also performs
at pep rallies, parades, concerts, contests, auat@ngagements. The band is committed to
serve Smithville High School, the surrounding comityy and the state of Texas. Members are
expected to represent the Tiger Band and Smithiilia School in a dignified manner at all
times.

The Tiger Band Handboadutlines in detail virtually all organizational&dperformance aspects
of the Tiger Band.The Tiger Band Handboadk also intended to provide information regarding

established policies and traditions for the purpafggromoting pride, spirit, and unity within the
Smithville Tiger Band.

Wayne King ”’ \“ 4 ,&'
Band Director

, *> )

p 3

SHS Tiger Band Handbook 2



TIGER BAND STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

Each music program must be judged in terms of taenar and degree to which it serves the
students of its particular school and communitje $taff of the music department strives to
provide a program that compliments the academigrara while further developing the cultural,
aesthetic, and practical values of its students.

The music program, to be appropriate for the mgjarfi Smithville High School students, must:

1. Provide quality instruction.

2. Have a high level of cultural
involvement in music.

3. Be complimentary to the
academic program, avoiding
demands on students’ time that =% 3
would detract from student '
achievement.

The staff believes that music should be
available to every Smithville High School
student who chooses to participate,
regardless of ability and finances.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

The educational objectives of the music departrassit

1. To provide students with a pleasant, positive erpee that increases their
appreciation and enjoyment of music.

2. To increase the music students’ and possibly tmemuosic students’ enthusiasm for
the school experience, thus improving attendandenaotivating students toward
increased academic achievement.

3. To develop in students an enhanced aesthetic sgydior music as an art form by

disciplined study and application of its variousreénts, both separately and as they

are combined into a coherent musical whole.

To prepare students for careers in music.

To provide students with a healthy lifelong hoblpyawocation.

To increase student involvement in decision-makingd therefore create a strong

sense of ownership within the band program.

o gk
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BAND OFFICERS

TheDrum Majors assist and work closely with the directors in hialé shows, administrative
work, and during rehearsals. The Drum Majors priengwod band spirit and morale whenever
and wherever possible. They are also respongbliné performance of the Tiger Band during
football games.

Drum Major auditions are held each spring. Thoke audition demonstrate their ability to
conduct the band. The final choices are based apdition scores and the directors’ discretion
based on leadership abilities.

Color Guard Captain auditions are held each spring. Those who audd@nonstrate their
leadership capabilities and their ability to penfiozolor guard routines. The Color Guard
Captain posts announcements, takes attendancejzegahe color guard’s storage area, cleans
up after all activities, coordinates color guardiabfunctions, and checks uniforms and
equipment.

Color Guard Co-Captain auditions are held in the spring. Those who @alinust
demonstrate their leadership and knowledge of aplard techniques. The Co-Captain takes
attendance, organizes the color guard’s storage eleans up after all activities, and checks
uniforms and equipment.

The directors select tigand Librarians. They are responsible for maintaining and orgagiz
the music library, copying and distributing musigking folders for marching and concert band,
and updating the Music Library Database.

The directors choose tiiill Instructors/ Squad Leaders based on leadership skills and
knowledge of marching techniques. Drill Instrustare expected to assist Drum Majors and
Directors in teaching marching fundamentals anctepts. Drill Instructors teach marching drill
to their peers and will also assist in monitorimgl a
enforcing the rules of the Tiger Band during praesiand
performancesSquad Leadersare responsible for i
everything that a Drill Instructor is responsibde Wvith
the addition of their section’s music.

Students who continually achieve first chair inithe
section are recognized 8sction Leaderand should set
an example for their sections. The Section Leadess
responsible for the performance of each playenén t
section and if necessary, may call a sectionalrbejo
after school. The Section Leaders also assid#éme Librarian(s) in handling their section’s
music.

The directors select tHéniform Managers & Loading Crew Captain through an application
and interview process. Uniform managers are imgehaf uniform fittings and alterations. They
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are also responsible for checking uniforms in amidfor performances and preparing them to be
sent to the cleaners and for inventory.

BAND COUNCIL

TheBand Council is comprised of the President, Vice-Presidentr&ary, and Class
Representatives. During Summer Band Camp, inedestlividuals campaign for positions.
Council officers are chosen through election atathé of Summer Band Camplominees must
be part of the current year’s band officers (8smd Officers) with the exception of Class
Representatives and Colorguard Representative.

Each position has specific duties, but all memlbéthe council (except the Freshman
Representative) are responsible for voting on tiestiman Marcher of the Week. The Band
Council also plans and schedules the end of yesntdor upcoming freshman band members.
At football games, Council Members visit the oppgsschool’s band. Four or five members
may visit the other band each game. The Band Glhencluding Class Representatives, is
responsible for public relations with the community

TheBand Presidentmay Band Booster and/or School Board meetingsdeige student input

if needed. The President creates band newsletiediices the visitation schedule for football
games, and oversees Band Council meetings. Tis&Bré motivates band members before and
after contests, practices, and any other band event

TheBand Vice-Presidentassists with the President’s duties. In additiba,Vice-President is
responsible for making student announcements, plgrand scheduling band social activities,
and creating the bulletin board. The Vice-Predidsersees Band Council meetings when the
President is not present.

TheBand Secretarytakes attendance, collects money for gifts orseadd takes notes at Band
Council meetings. During football season, the 8ty creates a gift basket each week to
present to the other school’'s band. The Secretary
assists the Vice-President with the bulletin board
and distributes notes or papers to band members
during class time.

One Representative is elected from each class
(freshman, sophomore, junior, senior) every year.
TheseClass Representativesre responsible for
bringing trash bags onto buses for trips and taking
trash off buses. Each Class Representative

- =a represents his or her class in Band Council voting
and helps plan class parties and socials. EacteBamtative is also responsible for motivating
their class. The Colorguard will also sele@@orguard Representative. A quorum of six
Band Council members must be present at meetingstéoand Band Officers can attend and
vote.
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SPECIAL GROUPS

COLOR GUARD

The Tiger Color Guard is comprised of students fland and selected students from the
student body. Interested students audition foitipos in the Tiger Color Guard in the spring.
The final choices are based upon audition scordsrendirectors’ discretion based on leadership
abilities. During football season, the Tiger Cdlaward performs and rehearses with the band.
Because of the skill required, the color guarddudditional practice sessions. The color guard is
an integral part of the Tiger Marching Band andqrens in half-time shows, competitions, and
parades.

Color guard members who are also band memberspeeted to play their instruments in the
stands and at pep rallies and attend extra bamdrsdls. Additional requirements can be found
in the Tiger Band Color Guard Constitution.

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE

The percussion ensemble is integral to the suafabg band. The section needs extra

organizational time and extra practice. They pcaadn technique and timing alone and then
join the band for full practices. The percussion

instruments are purchased by the band throughusar
fundraisers and budgeted items. The percussi@nist
required to purchase specialized sticks and mallets
They are required to learn both drum and keyboard §&
instruments.
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

GRADING POLICY

A student’s grade will be lowered for an unexcuaksgence from a performance; in addition,
that individual may be assigned as an alternatéutare performances.

Six weeks grades are determined by played andewriésts, participation, attendance, and
preparation for rehearsals and performances.stifident is absent on the day of a test, the
student may make up the test on his or her own, wmeng lunch or before or after school.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS*

In order to participate in all extracurricular baadtivities, the student must be eligible. To be
eligible during the first six weeks of school, fhesen must have been promoted from the eighth
grade. Sophomores must have earned five credittunt toward state graduation. Juniors
must have earned ten credits that count toward gtatluation. Seniors must have earned
fifteen credits that count toward state graduation.

“Band is awesome! Your A student who receives, at the end of any graderepd,

focus and hard work can after the first six weeks of the school year, aigraelow

create something that even seventy in any academic class (other than an fahti
non-musicians will advanced class) or a student with disabilities falie to
appreciate.” — Wren Fair meet the standards in the Individual Education PIlaR)

may not participate in extracurricular activities &t least

three school weeks. An ineligible student may ficacand
rehearse. The student regains eligibility whenpiiecipal and teachers determine that he or she
has earned a passing grade (seventy or abovd)aoaalemic classes, other than those that are
advanced, and completed the three school weekeldibility.

Exceptions:

1. When a migrant student enrolls for the first tinugidg a school year, all criteria cited
above applies. All other students who enroll tde ta earn a passing grade for a grading
period are ineligible.

2. High school students transferring from an out-atestschool may be eligible the first six
weeks of school if they meet the criteria citedwabor school officials are able to
determine that they would have been eligible ifythad remained in the out-of-state
school from which they are transferring. Student®are not in compliance with these
provisions may request a hardship appeal of tleaidemic eligibility through the UIL
state office.

! Adapted from the UIL Eligibility for Extracurrical Activities Handbook
http://www.uil.utexas.edu/policy/pdf/05_06sidebyesiodf

and Chapter 76 of the TEA Texas Administrative Code
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter076/éa@.html
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All schools must check grades for all participaattthe end of the first six weeks of the school
year. From that point, grades are checked atriloéthe grading period whether it is six, nine,
or twelve weeks in length. Students who pass nemggible until the end of the next grading
period. All activity coaches and directors areomssible for obtaining official grade reports
from the individual the principal designates askéeper of official grades before the student
represents the school. This provision appliedltgrading periods. It also applies to all three-
week evaluation periods for ineligible students.

All students are eligible during a school holiddydull calendar week or more. When the bell
rings to dismiss students for the December holidaystudents are eligible until classes resume
in January. The same is true for summer recessuty break provided that those breaks
consist of at least a full calendar week. Eligiibiis lost or regained at the end of the regular
school day.

If a grading period or three-week evaluation pgeads on the last class day prior to a school
holiday of one calendar week or more, the seveendar days grace period to lose eligibility
and the seven calendar day waiting period to regjagibility begin the first day that classes
resume. Students lose eligibility for a three sthaeek period. For purposes of the law, "three
school weeks" is defined as 15 class days. Exmepbine, but only one of the three school
weeks may consist of only three or four class daseyided that the school has been dismissed
for a scheduled holiday period. Two class daysadm constitute a "school week" for purposes
of this law except Thanksgiving week if schools aneholiday Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday. In the event that two of the three schoeklss are shortened, one of the shortened weeks
may be counted as five days with ten other actiagsalays making up the fifteen class days. A
seven-calendar day grace period to lose eligikalitgl a seven-calendar day waiting period to
regain eligibility are still in effect. The schookek is defined as beginning at 12:01 A.M. on
the first instructional day of the calendar weel anding at the close of instruction on the last
instructional day of the calendar week, excludinfidays.

Ineligible Students cannot travel with the bangerform at Pep Rallies, Football Games and

Extra-curricular performances. Ineligible studeaite expected to attend extra practices and
perform at curricular concerts. (Curricular cotisénclude the Christmas and Spring Concerts).

SHS Tiger Band Handbook 8



ATTENDANCE

The directors have devised the following attendgadeies with input from student leaders of

the band. Band members are expected to be a&halarsals and performances and to be on time.
Attendance at all performances and rehearsalsnslatary. Performance dates are set up
almost a year in advance to allow ample time toluesconflicts. Tiger Band rehearsals begin
each year with Summer Band Camp, which begins Augas Once school begins, before and
after school rehearsals are scheduled.

Students or parents should notify the directors
prior to the scheduled time if there is a conflict.
When the directors deem absences excessive,
the student may be removed from the Tiger
Band program.

Excused absences are possible. Examples are
personal iliness, death in immediate family or
extreme family emergency. Examples of

- unexcused absences include: no transportation,
dance class piano lessons, studying for a tegtpwank. Students are responsible for informing
their employers of the Tiger Band schedule.

If a student wishes to be absent from rehearsatest or other event, he or she must submit a
written request from parents or guardians. Absgman only be excused by the directors, and
are considered on an individual basis.

If a rehearsal or performance is missed due tesBror emergency, the student should report to
the band directors immediately. The student mumstige a note from a parent, guardian, or
doctor describing the reason for the absence. dirbetors will determine whether or not the
absence for an illness or emergency is legitimateexcused, based on the information provided
on the written note.

Morning Tutorials Policy — Students who provide theectors in advance with a written note
from the teacher showing that they have a 75 avib@h their class will be allowed to miss
practice before school for morning tutorial with@onsequence Monday thru Thursday. On
Fridays, anyone wishing to attend a morning tutavifi be allowed to go to tutorial provided

they come to rehearsal with a note from the tutée@cher showing that they were in tutorial.
The exception will be when a director requiresualent to attend a teacher’s tutorial due to low
grades in their class. Students with grades hitftear a 75 should schedule tutorials after school
with their teachers or plan to attend on Fridaymirays. Missing rehearsals unexcused will
result in lowered band grades and possibly thedbiseir marching position.

Band in Texas is both curricular and extra-curaculSix weeks grades reflect both the
curricular and extra-curricular aspects of bandteddance grades pertain to the extra-curricular.
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Some band events are considered curricular anelxéeasions of the classroom that occur
outside of regular class time. Curricular evetitsrefore, require attendance by all band
students, regardless of their current eligibiliiytss.

Some band events are considered extra-currichlesgtevents are competition oriented, require
loss of class time other than band class, or recquiradmission fee, i.e. football games, Solo and
Ensemble competition, and UIL events. Ineligililedents cannot attend extra-curricular
activities.

FEES AND FUNDING
Each band member will be required to pay a yeatydifee to cover costs of supplies.

The freshman band fee this year is $65.00, whic
includes the Tiger Band T-shirt, a pair of band

shoes, and drinks at football games. The band f
for upper classmen is $30.00 and includes the
Tiger Band T-shirt, and drinks at football games.p&
Those who need to purchase band shoes shouldg

pay the band fee of $65.00. .

Some additional supplies will need to be
purchased: black socks, flip folder, fifteen flip
folder windows, and lyre. Black socks will cost
approximately $4.00-$6.00. The flip folder ancelyvill cost approximately $10.00-$12.00.
Flip folder windows cost $.50 each.

Students who play school-owned instruments areiredjto pay $40.00 per year to rent the
instrument. This rental fee covers regular maiatee of the instrument. Repair of damages as
a result of student abuse or neglect will be tispoeasibility of the studentThe instrument

rental fee is due before the school instrumentlbélissued.

Color guard uniforms and flags change each yeeotaplement the theme of the band marching
show. Performance flags and other props are pedyidut color guard members are responsible
for the uniform and other accessories. Color gulaies cover the cost of the performance
uniform.

Color guard members will pay a band fee in
addition to color guard dues. Color guard
members who are instrumentalists and perform
. with the Concert Band will pay the same amount
. as any regular band member. Color guard
members who do not play instruments will pay

| $30.00 to cover the cost of Tiger Band T-shirts
~ and drinks at football games.
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The Tiger Band will have fundraisers to help comgpenses of trips. Specific fundraisers will be
designated as student credit projects. After aired minimum is fundraised, a percentage of
the project profits raised by that student willdag into an account. This money may be used for
bus fees, trip fees, and other select fees. Méunajraised by a student will not carry over from
year to year unless the band is fundraising foipatihat is excessive in coslf a student quits

the band program, refund of money (such as dueag] fees etc . . .) will not exceed $50.
Fundraised money will not be refunded.

Fundraised money will not be transferred from diielant’s account to another. Money will not
be transferred from the high school band activatyoaint to the junior high band activity account
and vice versa. All money fundraised will be usadthe purpose for which the money was

fundraised.

If finances are difficult, a private consultationthvMr. King should be
arranged. Students and parents should not thatkhle Tiger Band
program is for those with money. In public edumatifunds can be madé
available to keep all students involved.

BEHAVIOR

Tiger Band members represent their families, scheal community.
Students must always act appropriately and mukstvicdll school rules as
outlined in theSmithville High School Student Handbodhk addition to these rules, students
must follow additional rules.

No Cell Phone Use during rehearsals or performanCedi phones must be turned off and out of
sight during band events from the point of roll ¢aldismissal (football game performances,
concerts, contests etc . . .) Students found ukbigig electronic devices and/or
telecommunication devices will be subject to havimgr device taken away.

No homework/reading notes, cell phones, camerastdar other distractions will be allowed
during rehearsals or performances. These itemdwithken away.

Due to the large number of students in the TigerdB#&alking must be kept to a minimum.
When the band is halted, students should immegliatep playing and/or marching and listen to
instructions. This is the only way to efficientlge rehearsal time.

Students must wear appropriate clothing at rehksaasa on trips. Marching rehearsals require
tennis shoes. Flip flops, boots, high heels, sandad dress shoes are not appropriate to march
in. Hats should not be worn in the band hall carry part of the building.

Disruptive, vulgar, or obscene behavior or languageny form is inappropriate and will not be
tolerated.

Students not complying with these rules will facgciblinary action. Disciplinary consequences

for breaking a rule include push-ups, running,dmmute attention, detention, or grade
reduction.
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DROPPING OUT

Students who choose to drop out of the Tiger Bagrmiam forfeit all money paid to the band or
earned through fundraiserb addition, refund of money (such as dues, baed &c . . .) will

not exceed $50Students must return all music, any school-ownstfument, and any other
Tiger Band property.

Students who drop out of the Smithville High SchBahd are not allowed re-entry into the band
program (including color guard) unless the dropwas because of a schedule conflict with
academic class required for graduation or becalusedical reasons.

Students assigned to the Alternative Learning C€B&EP) will be considered a drop out by
the band program.

REMOVAL FROM THE BAND PROGRAM

No student is obligated to be a member of the baodis participation required for graduation.
Participation in the Tiger Band is a privilege, nc’

aright. Rules must be maintained and followeg, .

for the success of the Tiger Band program. Th_#&

Tiger Band Directors and the Smithville
Independent School District Administration
direct these rules. Students who break the rulé
of the band program are subject to disciplinary
action in addition to the consequences mandat
by school administration.

Students may be dismissed and/or placed on N dd !

probation from the Tiger Band Program at the dimnneof the Tiger Band Directors for
participating in illegal activities. Band studetitat hold a leadership position in the band
program will automatically lose their leadershigiion for participating in inappropriate
activities. These activities include, but are livatted to:

Possession, distribution or use of alcohol, tobaccdlegal substances
Misuse of prescription and over-the-counter me@i@nd herbal supplements
Any activities punishable as a felony

Stealing

Fighting or threatening harm to others or self

A S

PERSONAL ITEMS

The Tiger Band is not responsible for studentsbbgings. Students should not ask any staff
member of the Tiger Band to hold, watch or guargl@grsonal items. Mr. King will instruct the
staff not to take such items. Leave all persaeahs of value at HOME. The staff is not
responsible for personal items lost or stolen hbstor on school-sponsored trips.
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According to Texas state law, public school distrimre not liable for personal property that is
stolen at school. The band department stronglguages instrument(s) be included on the
homeowner’s insurance policy. Call the band hallifformation on insurance companies that
specialize in musical instrument insurance.

RAIN POLICY
When it is raining, students should not assumethi@atehearsal or performance is cancelled; the
band will still rehearse or perform. During marapseason, if dangerous weather threatens, the

band will rehearse in an alternate location. Taedowill meet in the band hall, and the color
guard and percussion will meet at their designateds.

EQUIPMENT

INSTRUMENTS

Students are expected to keep their instrumen
clean and in working order. If instrument repai
are needed, students can take their instrumentSE_
a music store in the area. The directors will gl
inspect instruments periodically. If the
instrument is not in working order, lower
participation grades may be given. Clarinet, g
saxophone, and double reed players must hav{
three working reeds at all times. Students sho
not play other students’ instruments.

Students are required to take their instrumentsenana practice every day. Directors may
check band lockers for a grade. The best timmfwave by taking private lessons is during the
summer. The directors can recommend private egadbr those who are interested.

Students who would like to obtain a higher chaiyrmoaallenge the student one chair ahead of
them. A challenge may be made only one time pekwio challenges are possible during the
three weeks before a contest or performance.

UNIFORMS

Each band student is assigned a Tiger Band uniéorrhat. During Summer Band Camp, the
Uniform Managers fit students with uniforms andshat/niform Managers will make sure that
necessary alterations are made. The Tiger Baridrorg are the property of Smithville High
School. Each uniform costs $700.00. Uniformstrivestreated with respect and kept in the
best possible condition. Therefore, uniforms aet kn the uniform room and are checked out
the day of the performance and checked back in thiteperformance. Students are responsible
for knowing their hat and uniform numbers and feeging the uniform clean. Students are
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responsible for lost or damaged uniforms. Bandhiftswill be worn or carried to the school.
Shoes should be cleaned before each performance.

~  Thesummer uniform includes the band T-shirt,
black band shoes, long black socks, and blue jeans.
The Tiger Band T-shirt must be tucked in, and the
jeans must be blue, ankle length, worn at the waist
and have no holes or patches. Students may want
to wear a belt.

Themarching uniform consists of long black
socks, black band shoes, jacket, pants, hat and on
special occasions, a plume. Students may want to
wear shorts underneath the band pants for comfort

- and ease in changing. Long hair must be tucked
into the hat. No hair may touch the collar of tinform. No hair should be seen between the
brim and eyebrows.

The concert competition uniform will be the same as the marching uniform excegt tie hat
is not worn.

Concert dressis worn during concerts. The school dress code édfect and enforced at these

concerts, therefore students should dress accdydi@pncert dress for males is slacks, button-
down shirt, and tie. Concert dress for femaledasks and blouse, a pantsuit, a dress, or skirt

and blouse. Clothing must be appropriate to thérsitie ISD dress code.

A uniform inspection is held before each perforn@anEailure to pass an inspection may result
in a lower grade and/or forfeiture of public perfance.

MUSIC
The Band Librarian supplies each student with apy ©f each piece of assigned music. If
music is lost, the band librarian will furnish amneopy for a charge of $.25 per page up to
$5.00. All music must be returned at the end efdbason. Students who fail to do so will be
charged the price of the music. Requests for sopienusic must be made outside of band
rehearsal (i.e. before or aftezhool). The band library is for staff only. Ymay also check the
band website to download copies of music.

SUMMER BAND CAMP

Summer Band Camp attendance is mandatory for atiees. The only exception is a family
emergency. Basic marching techniques, discipind,attitudes are established during camp.
Summer Band Camp is also the time for learningstieav that is performed at all football games
and at several competitions. A different themehigsen every year. In past years, the Tiger
Band has marched to the music of the James Bonées)&tar Wars Motown, andVest Side
Story
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Summer Band Camp is held on the practice fielthi@tSmithville High School campus.
Equipment may be left at the band hall. Luncheg beabrought and students will have use of
water fountains and bathroom facilities at the sth@and members should wear hats, sun
block, sunglasses, bug repellent, light-coloredhihy, comfortable shoes and socks.

Consultants are hired by the band to teach spghhiques and to help finalize the show. Most

consultants are college students and other bardtdis who have many years of Summer Band
Camp experience.

REHEARSALS

This year, band is first period, which allows tla to begin morning rehearsals before school
starts. During marching season, the band usually meeteferarsal on the practice field.
Students should be in fundamentals block and reabg called to attention at 7:30 A.M.

During concert season, rehearsals will be heldlensiStudents must be in their seats with their
instruments out and ready to rehearse.

The band rehearses every Monday night. This egtrearsal is necessary for the success of the
band. The band is called to attention promptl§:a0 P.M. These Marching rehearsals end at 9
p.m. During marching season, some rehearsalsedgiertside and some are held outside on the
field. During concert season, rehearsals will &lel Iinside and students must be in their seats
prepared to rehearse when the rehearsal beginsngdxoncert season, Monday night rehearsals
begin at 7 p.m. and end at 9 p.m. Dismissal akktplace after the final announcements. All
members must remain at rehearsal until dismissetidofprum Majors or the directors.

Students must have all necessary materials atnsdiea During marching season, students must
wear tennis shoes during rehearsals. Blisteraatran excuse for lack of participation. Drum
Majors and Drill Instructors must have set cha@®lor guard members must have flags and
other accessories.

When the rehearsal is held on the field, studentst tmave the following materials:

* Flip folder
* All music
* Lyre

» Drill Cards on Lanyard
* Instrument
» Sharpened pencil

When the rehearsal is held inside the band Halliesits must have the following materials:

» Flip folder or music folder
* All music

* Instrument

» Sharpened pencil
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MARCHING CONTESTS

There are several marching events in which therlBged participates. In all cases professional
judges may view the performance from above the
crowd, within the crowd, or the field. For each

j contest, the directors are given a critique of what

each judge thought about that program. The

directors will use these critiques to assess the
band’s performance and to prepare for future
contests.

CAPITAL CITY MARCHING CONTEST

s "N Y & ~4lle.: Capital City Marching contest is held at Berger
Center Stadium in Austin each October. In this petition, bands compete against other bands
in the same class for the championship. The highaserical score given by the judges

determines the winner.

Classes can be determined several ways. Somdtimesimber of students enrolled in the
school grades 9-12 or 10-12 determines the cl@ssetimes the number of woodwinds and
percussionists in the band determines the class.

UIL MARCHING

At UIL Marching competition in October, each barminpetes for a division rating of |,
Superior; I, Excellent; 1ll, Good; IV, Poor; or Wery Poor. Every other year, the band has an
opportunity to advance to the Area, then the Sesel of marching band
competition. During “state years,” bands are gigativision rating, but §“Don’t drop your
are also ranked by numerical score. Generallytwoehighest scoring instrument even
bands advance to Area Marching competition andwoehighest scoring f{if it is insured!” —
bands in Area Marching competition advance to State Fatt Man Mafia

CONCERT CONTESTS

UIL Concert and Sightreading competitions are logidhe same day in April. These
competitions use the same ratings systems as Ultchvay competition.

UIL CONCERT
During UIL Concert competition in April, each bapdrforms
three pieces of music in front of three judgese Tiger Band

usually has a pre-UIL concert to help prepare toedifor
competition.

SHS Tiger Band Handbook



UIL SIGHTREADING

During UIL Sightreading competition, each band perfs a piece of music composed expressly
for the competition. Bands are given a piece o$imthey have never played before. Each band
studies the piece of music for a number of minatesthen performs the piece in front of three
judges.

INDIVIDUAL CONTESTS

ATSSB REGION, AREA, AND STATE

ATSSB Region auditions are held the first Saturdfapecember each year. Students may sign
up to audition on their instrument(s). The enteafee for this year is $8.00. Students will learn
two etudes and several scales. The etudes chemrge/éar to year, but the scale sheet remains
the same. Percussion will do a unified auditiaiuding all three areas (Keyboard Percussion,

Snare and Timpani).

There are two region bands, the Symphonic and dme€t Band. Students will be placed in
chairs and bands based on their performance. INstudents who audition will make one of the
All-Region Bands. Students who earn a chair inegithe Symphonic or Concert Bands will
attend a two-day clinic at Texas State Universityanuary. Students will learn the music in
their folder to prepare for the clinic. The climalminates in a concert.

Students who chair high enough will qualify to catgin Area competition held the first
Saturday in January. At the Area level, studenliscampete by playing the same two etudes
and scale sheet. Students who chair high enouiljie #&rea level will proceed to the State level.

ATSSB JAZZ REGION AND STATE

ATSSB Jazz auditions are held in September evay. yBtudents may sign up to audition on
traditional jazz instruments: trumpet, trombon& abxophone, tenor saxophone, bari
saxophone, guitar, bass guitar, trap set, or piditne fee to audition this year is $10.00.
Students must sign the competition rules in thegmee of a notary public.

Students prepare three pieces of music to perforimont of the judges. Students who make the
Region Jazz Band have the option of recording &liquiece of prepared music. This fourth
piece will be used in the judging for All-State d&and.

SOLO AND ENSEMBLE

Solo and Ensemble contest usually occurs in Fepruatudents may choose to perform a solo
or be a part of an ensemble. Students pay an $8ddtration fee for each solo or ensemble
entry. Students should be aware that ensemblesiooally break up, resulting in forfeiture of
the registration fee. Soloists must have an acemisp The band directors will find
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accompanist for students needing this service.ompanist fees are usually $30 per event.
Students competing on piano must pay an $8.00 &ty

Students choose a piece of music to perform framlection of Classes I, Il, and Ill. A Class |
solo or ensemble is the most difficult, and a Cl#gs the least. Only freshmen are allowed to
play Class Il solos.

The same ratings scale is used in Solo and Enseamlieused in UIL competitions.
Performances are rated I, Il, I, IV, or V. Medahay be won for those achieving a |, or
superior rating. In order to advance to Stat® &old Ensemble competition, a student must
earn a | on a Class | solo or ensemble. In omiea toloist to advance, the solo must be played
from memory. State Solo and Ensemble competisdreld at the end of May.

PERFORMANCES

FOOTBALL GAMES

For home games, students report to the Junior Bagid Hall in the assigned area at the
designated time (usually 6:30 or 6:45 P.M.) in tuliform and with all materials: instrument, all
music, lyre, flip folder. Color guard members miave the uniform and all necessary flags and
accessories.

For away games, students report to the band h#ieiassigned area at the designated roll call
time. At roll call, students must be wearing Tigand T-shirt, uniform pants, black socks, and
band shoes. Jacket and overlay should be hungsigeia uniform bag. Hat should be in
hatbox. Students must have all other materiatdrument, all music, lyre, and flip folder.
Students will be notified of the time of departureadvance for each away football game. Color
guard members must have the uniform and all neceags and accessories.

The band will not stop to eat on the way to awaypes Therefore, dinner should be eaten
before departure or a sack lunch/supper eateneobut while in transit. Students will be
allowed to go to the bathroom during the gamesaugs of no more than two.

All band and color guard members must remain ireghgropriate section in the stands at all
times during football games. .

The color guard will play their instruments
with the band in the stands at all football
games until it is time to warm up for the el
halftime show. The color guard will perform s
their instruments with the band in the stands =4
the entire second half of every football game.
The color guard will be required to sit with
their instrumental sections during football
games.
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The mascot and cheerleaders will be required tmparwith the band at halftime. Varsity
football players are expected to perform with thadat halftime until all contests are
completed.

Drum Majors are responsible for inspection at gareeforcing proper football game
procedures, conducting, and monitoring discipline.

PEP RALLIES

All Tiger Band Members will need to have their mshent, flip folder, music and a lyre at every
pep rally. Band members who are also cheerleadtersot required to perform with the band
during pep rallies. If the mascot is also a baranimer, he or she must perform with the band
for at least half of the pep rallies.ootball players are required to perform with thad at pep
rallies. They may sit with the football team andanthe football jersey, but will join the band to
perform.

PARADES

The Tiger Band performs at two parades each year-estival of Lights parade on the first
Saturday of December and the Jamboree parade @atheday after Easter. Students wear the
summer uniform at these parades. Students maytwai@neck or thermal shirts underneath
their band T-shirts at the Festival of Lights para&tudents may also wear Christmas hats and
are encouraged to wear Christmas lights.

CONCERTS

Several concerts are scheduled each year incladimdiday concert and a pre-UIL concert.
These concerts are held in the cafetorium and@ea to the public.

RECOGNITION AND AWARDS

LETTERING

One of the most prestigious awards a band studenéarn is a letter jacket. To earn a letter
jacket, Tiger Band members must accomplish alheffollowing:

1. Accomplish one of the following:

a. Audition for a chair at ATSSB or TMEA Region Banddaearn a First
Division on a Class | or Class Il Solo or Ensenoig

b. Earn a chair in ATSSB or TMEA Region Band and eafirst or Second
Division rating on a Class | or Class Il Solo orsEmble

C. Qualify for State in any individual event

Attend all performances and rehearsals.

Punctually attend all performances and rehearsals.

Be eligible all yeafor Band Events

Attend all of Summer Band Camp

akrown
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Color guard lettering procedures differ from Tiggand member lettering procedures. To earn a
letter jacket, Tiger Color Guard members must agats all of the following:

Punctually attend all performances and rehearsal

Be eligible all year

Attend all of Summer Band and Color Guard Camp

Cause no discipline problems

Follow all rules of the Color Guard Constitution

Complete fifteen hours of community service

(Half of the hours must be for the Tiger Bandd?aon or Tiger Band Boosters)
Be a member of the color guard for at leastyears

oNPwNhE

~

END OF YEAR AWARDS

Band students are recognized throughout the yeahéa participation and success in ATSSB
and UIL competitions. Several individual awards given at the end of the year during the
Band Banquet.

Outstanding Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and SeniorGiven to the outstanding band
student in each classification. Voted on by thentmership of the band.

Outstanding Marcher: Given to the student that demonstrates the bestimmaytechnique
during marching season. Voted on by the membeditipe band.

Outstanding Colorguard Member: Given to the student that demonstrates the bdk ki
Colorguard during marching season. Voted on byCbierguard.

Biggest Giver: Given to the student who gives the most of hirhenself to help others and to
help the band. Voted on by
the membership of the band.

Hardest Worker: Given to
the student that puts in extra
time and effort in order to ;
improve himself/herself and _ L\
the band. Voted on by the E¥
membership of the band.

Most Improved: Given to
the student that shows the
most musical improvement
during the school year.
Selected by the band
directors.
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Patrick Gilmore Award: A national band award given to the senior who besilays the
gualities of determination and desire necessabgtmme an outstanding band member.
Selected by the band directors.

Leadership Award: Given to the student who sets the example forrdithed members to
follow through actions. Selected by the band domesc

John Philip Sousa Award: A national band award given to the outstandinga@emiusician in
the band. Selected by the band directors.

SHORT TRIPS

Students must obey all school rules while partimigawith the band on or off campus. All
students must use school provided transportati@fl ttand events. The school district provides
transportation home from these events and studéotsdd travel with the band home. In the
event that there must be a deviation from this felg. for testing, iliness, family emergency) the
student must present a written request from a lggatdian in advance. Under no circumstances
will a student be allowed to travel home from aemwithout written notification. Students

will not be allowed to travel with friends to oofn an event.

Students will be informed of departure times. bhad usually returns from contests and
football games after 10:00 P.M. The directors gille students an estimated time of arrival.
Students will be allowed into the band hall to ¢adir parents. Students should be picked up
within thirty minutes of returning to school. He band is unexpectedly delayed, the Tiger Band
Boosters will call parents to tell them the appnoaie time of arrival.

Meal times planned during day trips. Studentsfpayheir own meal unless specified
otherwise. Lines are usually very long and sommeessions are high priced. A sack lunch
should be considered.

Students are expected to wear their band T-shdesignated uniform while on band trips.

Blankets and jackets are sometimes necessary aunttidte brought. Students should be aware
that other schools do not provide dressing rooms.

OVERNIGHT TRIPS

The directors provide the students a complete
agenda for each overnight trip. The trip agenda
gives detailed information about the event and
includes telephone numbers and directions to the
band’s destination.
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Parents can be called and a band student can blea®ra via public transport at the parents’
expense if a student does not follow both schodlk@and rules.

Normal school attire is appropriate to wear whidveling on the bus. Students may need to
bring their uniforms or other special clothing. dAase of the number of students traveling
together, there is usually a limit of one suitcpsestudent. Students must carry their own
belongings.

Students are given a choice of with whom they wamide on the bus and with whom they wish
to room. Usually four students will be assigned toom. Each night there will be a curfew.
There will be a full complement of chaperones. eetltaperone is responsible for specific
students during the trip. Chaperones are not resple for students’ money or possessions.

When the Tiger Band travels to other cities, stislane not allowed to leave the band to visit
friends or relatives in the area. Those friendsetatives may come to visit the student during
the student’s free time with prior approval frone tirectors.

All food and transportation expenses are the stiglegsponsibility. These trips are planned in
advance and students are informed of the approgioest. If the costs are high, a system of
installment payments is devised. Students alse ba opportunity to fundraise to offset some
of the costs.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

The Tiger Band holds a party following the end ofiftner Band Camp every year. Other
parties are scheduled by the directors to celefdiiger Band accomplishments. Band members
volunteer to host these parties. Each sectioheoband is assigned to bring a different kind of
food. Activities may include games, board gamesywmming.

BAND BOOSTERS

The purpose of the booster organization is to ptertite Tiger Band and its activities and keep
parents informed about events and activities. Aesalt, the key functions of the group involve
communications, chaperones, and financial support.

The Tiger Band Boosters meets once a month dunegc¢hool year. The time and date of
monthly meetings are set at the first meeting efg¢thool year. All parents are welcome to
attend and participate.

The Tiger Band Boosters recruit chaperones for hapsl. Many parents enjoy this experience.
Chaperones are responsible for giving minor firdttieeatment; repairing uniforms quickly;
helping to load and unload instruments and
equipment; distributing food, blankets, and
cushions; and applauding loudly.
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The group provides financial support by helpingtmchase equipment, special needs, and help
with whatever the group feels is affordable andagrtles the band. The Tiger Band booster
group uses its funds to supplement the band actigitount. The Boosters help raise money for
the yearly band trip. The band goes to Disney WorlOrlando, Florida once every four years.
Other years, the band trip is in state. GoalsHferBoosters’ activity fund are set at the
beginning of the school year and will change frazanto year.

BAND LINKS

e Smithville ISD
http://www.smithvilleisd.org

» Tiger Band Page
http://www.smithvilleband.com/HSBand/index.htm

e UIL Music
http://www.uil.utexas.edu/music/index.html

* UIL Music Region 18
http://www.uilmusicregion18.com/

« ATSSB
http://www.atssb.org/

« TMEA
http://www.tmea.org/

» Texas Color Guard Circuit
http://www.texascolorguardcircuit.org/

» Strait Music Company
http://www.straitmusic.com/

CREDIT

Special thanks go to those who helped me to prodiheeTiger Band HandbookMr. King
provided information and guidance. KayLynn McBeek all of the photographs except for the
photograph on page twenty-one. Various Tiger Bdethbers provided the quotations.

Elaina Erwin
SHS Band Member, Class of 2002

SHS Tiger Band Handbook 23



Marching Maneuvers
Smithville Tiger Band

Stationary Commands

A.

Attention

1. Basic position in which a other commandsharié upon.
2. Feet together (weight is on the BALL of ydoot)

3. Stomach in

4. Chest out

5. Shoulders back

6. Head up

7. Eyes - WITH PRIDE! (just above the horizon)

8. Remember how the hands are clasped (leftraytet)

9. Remember how you check for 90 degree angiené

10. Vocal call Band Atten- Hut

11. ResponseRride!

Trail Arms

Hands and arms go to side

Arms should not be excessively bent, onlghsly
Hands are closed

Thumbs are aligned with seams of pants
Position is basically the same as attention
Vocal call Band Trail Arms

ResponseHut

Horns Up & Horns Down

1. These commands will be given from the positibattention

NogkrwbdE

2. With instruments, horns up will be differelgpending on instrument

3. Vocal call Band Horns Up (or horns down)
4. ResponseHut
Dress Right Dress & Dress Left Dress
Purpose is to align ranks from the positibattention
Only movement is with the head (except pemsoend)
You should adjust if you are out of line
Vocal call Dress Right Dress (or left)
ResponseHit
Vocal call ReadyFront
. ResponseHit
ress Center Dress
Dress to center point
Person who is in the center will not move
You should adjust if you are out of line
Vocal call Dress Center Dress
ResponseHit
UseReady Frontcommand to bring heads forward
At Ease
1. Keep one foot planted
Detail to the Ready

ouhrLONRPRgNOORWNE
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Il. Moving Commands

A.

Mark Time

1. Toes on ground

2. Heels one inch from ground

3. Vocal call Mark Time Mark

4. Responsel-ift & 1 2 3 4 ect.......

Halt for Mark Time

1. Vocal call for a halt is given on the lefbfo

2. Halt will be on the left foot

3. Vocal call Band Halt

4. Responsel?

Spin Left Spin

1. Almost same as spinning in place while markime

2. 4 count move to the left

3. Vocal call Spin Left Spin

4. Responsel-ift & 1 2 3 4 Band Halt
Spin Right Spin

1. This command requires a dead step with tihéolet

2. 4 count move to the right

3. Vocal call Spin Right Spin

4. Responsel-ift & 1 2 3 4 Band Halt
Spin About Spin

1. This is always done to the left!!

2. 8 count move to the left

3. Vocal call Spin About Spin

4. Responseliift & 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 Band Halt
Forward March

Toes to the sky

Lead with the knee

Roll the feet to avoid bouncing (check foodaosture)
Practice the first step at first, look foit kwe up & right heel up on 1
Vocal call +orward March

Response& 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, ect. . .

. Same halt as for Mark Time

ackward March

On your toes

Weight is on the toes

Slide feet across ground (check for goodurejt

Step size needs to be larger than you think

Vocal call Backwards March

Response& 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, ect. . .

. Same halt as for Mark Time

Slide Left Slide & Slide Right Slide

1. Horns should remain facing toward press Isbwolders should be
square to press box)

2. Command is given on the left foot and thepis executed on the
right foot. (freeze-e-&-a turn)

3. You can also give them a sequence (forwartid® keft 8 and stop)

OCURWONPEDNOUORAWNE

\I

1", Drill the Position of Attention

A.
B.

With PRIDE!
This is YOUR BAND!!

SHS Tiger Band Handbook

25



Date

October 1
October 8
October 22
October 29

November 5
November 12
November 29
December 3

December 17
January 7
January 21
January 28

February 18
February 25
March 11
March 25

April 15
April 22
May 6

May 13

SMITHVILLE ISD ELIGIBILITY CALENDAR 2010 — 2011

Event

Check grades

Students lose or regain eligibility **

Check grades of students who lostodiiyi on October 8

Students who were passing all clags€xctober 22 become eligible **

Check grades
Students lose or regain eligibility **
Check grades of students who logbditg on November 12

Students who were passing all clagsB®wember 29 become eligible **

Check grades

Students lose or regain eligibility **

Check grades of students who losbéditgion January 7

Students who were passing all clags@aruary 21 become eligible **

Check grades

Students lose or regain eligibility **

Check grades of students who lost eligron February 25

Students who were passing all classédaonh 11 become eligible **

Check grades

Students lose or regain eligibility ** {ils is a holiday)

Check grades of students who lost eligip#ipril 22

Students who were passing all classes on@ieecome eligible **

Christmas Holidays - All students are eligible

Spring Break

- All students are eligible

Summer Break - All students are eligible
Ineligible Studentsannottravel with the band or perform at Pep Rallies,tbath Games &
Extra-curricular performances.

Ineligible studentgan and are expected to attend extra practices andrpe#t curricular

concerts. (Curricular concerts include the Chrisgtiawad Spring Concerts)
** Eligibility is lost or regained at thend of the regular school day even if the day it changes
falls on a school holiday.
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PARENT AND STUDENT AGREEMENT FORM
(Copies of the Tiger Band Handbook can be obtalmeckquesting a printed copy from the
H.S. Band Office or online at http://www.smithvignd.com/)

SMITHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL TIGER BAND PROGRAM 2010-2011
To Whom It May Concern:

| understand that my child, , will participate in the
Smithville High School band for the 2010-2011 sdh@ar. | hereby grant permission for my
child to attend all events in which the band walicipate, including but not limited to out-of-
town football games and field trips. | understémat my child will be transported to these
events by a school-approved vehicle, i.e. schosébucharter buses, private transportation.

I understand that each trip will be chaperoned iggiBand parents and/or other adults. The
band carries a full first aid kit at all times, actthperones may give minor first aid treatment. In
the event of an accident, | grant the chaperoreeaulhority to give a physician permission to
administer medical aid to my child. Any speciahlie needs and/or allergies the teacher should
be aware of are listed below:

p .M
=

Student Agreement:

l, , agree to fdbh@wules and in the 2010-20Tiger
Band Handbook

Dated, this the day of , 20

Sigmn@ of Band Student
Parent/Guardian Acknowledgment and Agreement:
I, , agree to tke auld policies in the 2010-20Tiger

Band Handbooland | understand that | shall contact the TigerdBRairectors in writing should
any of the above circumstances change.

Dated, this the day of , 20

Signawf Parent/Guardian
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Smithville Band Emergency/Medical Care

2010-2011
Name of Student
(Last) (First) (Middle)
Home Address Email Address
Phone Cell Phone

Where parents may be reached in case of an emergency.

Father's Name Mother’'s Name

Home Phone Home Phone

Relative or Friend contact in case parents cannot be reached.

Name Phone

Name of Family Physician Phone
(If unable to name a physician or pay medical sesyithen medical, hospital, or welfare serviceg beaauthorized.)

A. Emergency Care:In case of an accident or sudden illness to tlw@bamed child, and in the event |
cannot be reached by telephone, | hereby authaneeresentative of tigmithville Independent School
District personnel to secure appropriate Emergency Me8iealices.

B. My child is receiving medication: 8E NO

| agree to furnish an adequate amount of the medica pharmacy container with the current presitn label
listing the child’s name, the drug, the doctor’snea the directions concerning dosage and the plegrmamber. |
understand th&mithville Independent School Districtpersonnel will protect my child and not administer

medication if this medication form is not completad do not furnish the medication as required.
| authorize a representative of the Smithville ipeledent School District to administer the followimgdication to my child during this field trip:

Copy medication instructions from the medical container.

Name of Medication Dosage Time Taken
1.
2.
3.
Any known allergies? Yes No

Please list below:

Date
Parent or Guardian Signature:

** Parents and students should be aware that ¢inie fnust be turned in prior to leaving or they witit attend.
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PARENT/STUDENT UIL MARCHING BAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

No student may be required to attend practice farciing band for more than eight
hours of rehearsal outside the academic schogbdagalendar week (Sunday through
Saturday). This provision applies to students lic@nponents of the marching band.

On performance days (football games, competitiowsaaher public performances)

bands may hold up to one additional hour of warnaug practice beyond the scheduled warm-
up time at the performance site. Multiple perforeesion the same day do not allow for
additional practice and/or warm-up time.

Examples Of Activities Subject To The UIL MarchiBgnd Eight Hour Rule.

» Marching Band Rehearsal (Both Full Band And Congrus)
» Any Marching Band Group Instructional Activity

* Breaks

* Announcements

* Debriefing And Viewing Marching Band Videos

* Playing Off Marching Band Music

* Marching Band Sectionals (Both Director And Stotdieed)

* Clinics For The Marching Band Or Any Of Its Conmamts

The Following Activities Are Not Included In Thedfit Hour Time Allotment:

* Travel Time To And From Rehearsals And/Or Perfamges

* Rehearsal Set-Up Time

* Pep Rallies, Parades And Other Public Performgance

* Instruction And Practice For Music Activities @thThan Marching Band And
Its Components

NOTE: An extensive Q&A for the Eight Hour Rule figlarching Band can be
found on the Music Page of the UIL Web Sitevatiw.uil.utexas.edu

“We have read and understand the Eight-Hour Rul®arching Band as stated above
and agree to abide by these regulations.”

Parent Signature Date

Student Signature Date

This form is to be kept on file by the local schddtrict.
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